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March 1, 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Current and Future RCHS Students: 
 
It is that time of year once again - time to make decisions that will drastically affect your future!  
Developing your class schedule for next year is an important step in preparing for life after high 
school.  You will need to seek assistance in order to make informed choices.  The publishing of 
this curriculum guide is specifically intended to aid you in preparing for this upcoming school 
year as well as your future.  I strongly encourage you to involve your parents, teachers, and 
counselors in this process. 
 
Since Rockcastle County High School builds its master schedule on student requests, I must 
emphasize that once you make your course selections for 2016-2017, very few, if any schedule 
changes will be made.  Along with the knowledge base we give our students, we are also 
teaching life skills.  One of the most important is making informed, mindful decisions and then 
accepting the resulting responsibilities and consequences.  This applies to the scheduling 
process.  You are given the opportunity to request the classes you wish to take next year with 
the realization that you are charting your course for a full year with little chance of any changes.  
We are providing this curriculum guide for you to utilize in your decision-making process. 
 
As you make your choices, challenge yourself to explore new areas, select courses at the 
highest level you can manage, develop your talents, and above all, take advantage of the 
opportunities offered at RCHS!  Remember that success lies not in being the best but in doing 
your best.  Letôs strive to make the 2016-2017 school year the most successful ever! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Jennifer C. Mattingly 
Principal 
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*All students must have at least 24 credits to graduate from Rockcastle County High School. 

 

In addition to the RCHS Graduation Requirements listed above, the following statement is taken from a 

document about Pre-College Curriculum Requirements from the Kentucky Department of Education. 

 άн ǳƴƛǘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ƻǊ ŘŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ǇǊƻŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅέ 

While many colleges are not holding students to this 2 credit requirement for the admissions process, 

some are.  Additionally, some of the colleges that doƴΩǘ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘǎ ŦƻǊ 

admissions may still require that students take a foreign language in college.  It simply depends on the 

college and the program. 

We know this information may seem a little confusing.  The best recommendation we can give to you is 

to stay in contact with the schools you are interested in attending to get the latest updates on their 

foreign language requirements.  They can even change from year to year. 

 

 

R.C.H.S. GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS 

4 Credits English 

¶ English 9 or Acc. English 9 

¶ English 10 or Acc. English 10 

¶ English 11 or A.P. Language & 

Composition 

¶ English 12, College English Dual Credit or 

A.P. Literature & Composition 

4 Credits Math  

¶ Algebra 1 or Acc. Algebra I 

¶ Geometry or Acc. Geometry 

¶ Algebra 2 or Acc. Algebra II  

¶ Math Elective - Algebra 1B, Advanced 

Topics, College Math Readiness, College 

Algebra or A.P. Calculus 

3 Credits Science  

¶ Physical Science 

¶ Biology 1 

¶ Earth Science, Chemistry, A.P. Chemistry, 

Physics or A.P. Physics 

3 Credits Social Studies  

¶ /ƛǾƛŎǎ ϧ DŜƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻǊ !ΦtΦ DƻǾΩǘ ŀƴŘ 

Politics 

¶ World History or A.P. World History 

¶ US History or A.P. US History 

½ Credit Health 
 

1 Credit Arts & Humanities ςArts and Humanities 
course or 1 course in an arts area (visual art, 
dance, music, drama) that will fulfill the 
requirement 

½ Credit Physical Education 

8 electives ***Subject to Change*** 
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English/Language Arts Department Course Descriptions 

 

English 9          Grade 9 

English 9 will focus on building and advancing skills in reading and writing.  Comprehension, basic 

grammar, and writing skills will be emphasized. Students will gain experience in literary analysis and will 

develop writing skills in various genres.  Students will also develop all communication strands: reading, 

writing, listening, speaking, inquiry, and media/technology usage.    

  

Accelerated English 9        Grade 9 

Prerequisite: A score of 34 or higher on the English/Language Arts Placement Exam 

Accelerated English 9 will focus on advancing skills in reading and writing by incorporating analysis, 

synthesis and evaluation into daily activities.  Grammar and advanced writing techniques will be 

emphasized. Students will participate in independent reading activities such as reading two novels 

outside of the classroom.   This independent study will focus on character analysis and development. 

Students will gain experience in the communication strands: reading, writing, listening, speaking, inquiry, 

and media/technology usage.    

 

ENGISH 10/ACCELERATED ENGLISH 10 REQUIRE AN END- OF- COURSE EXAM WHICH WILL COUNT 
AS 20% OF THE FINAL GRADE. 
English 10                     Grade 10 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English 9 

English 10 will focus on continuing to build skills in reading and writing. Within this course students will 

focus on reading comprehension with both fiction and nonfiction texts. Additionally, students will deepen 

their understanding of words and their use; building and expanding both their personal and academic 

vocabulary. General English 10 is a writing intensive course in which students will have multiple 

opportunities to practice the process of writing. 

 

Accelerated English 10        Grade 10 

Prerequisite:  A score of 34 or higher on the English/Language Arts Placement Exam 

Accelerated English 10 will build on the basic elements of English 10 and work to help students advance 

skills in reading and writing through critical analysis. Within this course students will focus on analysis of 

both fiction and nonfiction texts. Additionally, students will study words and usage focusing on etymology, 

geographical and historical context in building both their personal and academic vocabulary. Accelerated 

English 10 is a writing intensive course in which students will have multiple opportunities to practice the 

process of writing. Furthermore, students will generate multiple samples of essays and academic papers. 

Accelerated English 10 students will be expected to demonstrate a maturity and dedication to their 

studies and will be expected to participate in independent reading and writing tasks as well as in-depth 

classroom discussions and activities. 
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English 11                    Grade 11 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English I and English II 

English III requires students to work in all areas of language arts.  They will read, discuss, analyze, and 

write about the authors and literature of America, with particular emphasis on the argumentative & the 

expository essay. In addition, a thorough review of basic skills in the areas of usage, 

mechanics/conventions, and organization will ensure that students have mastered junior-level English. 

 

AP English Language and Composition                                    Grade: 11 
Prerequisite: A minimum score of 157 on the English II End-of-Course Exam 
AP Language and Composition is designed as a rigorous program intended to engage students in 
becoming skilled readers and writers of college-level prose.  The goal of the course is to advance each 
studentôs understanding of the interactions among a writerôs purposes, subjects, and audience 
expectations, as well as the way the resources of language contribute to effective writing.   Students will 
be asked to read and analyze a variety of complex texts from differing time periods, determining both the 
authorôs purpose and the rhetorical techniques employed to create powerful language.  Students will 
regularly compose written analyses and evaluations of challenging passages, both modern and historical.  
Likewise, the course will emphasize research and synthesis skills as students compose longer written 
projects.   
 

English 12                      Grade 12 

Prerequisite:  Successful completion of English courses 9-11 

English 12 combines reading and composition with the goal of all seniors being college and career ready. 

Throughout the course, students will write different types of essays both in- and out-of-class. Additionally, 

students will complete a major research project, which includes a research paper and formal 

presentation. Direct grammar and vocabulary instruction will be a regular part of the classroom 

experience. Outside reading and multiple out-of-class essays are required. 

 

AP English Literature & Composition                 Grade 12  

Prerequisite:   A minimum ACT Reading score of 20; a minimum ACT English score of 18 

AP English is designed to be the equivalent of an introductory college literature class. It focuses on the 

close reading and analysis of literature. A significant emphasis is placed on academic writing in the form 

of multiple in-class and out-of-class essays. Common authors studied range from Shakespeare to John 

Steinbeck and Tim OôBrien. All students are expected to take the Advanced Placement English Literature 

and Composition exam in May. *Students who earn a 3 or higher on the A.P. exam earn college 

credit. 

 

Dual Credit English IV/ENG 101                              Grade 12 
In this college writing course, students can earn high school English credit and up to 6 hours of college-
level credit.  Students develop critical reading skills while integrating and responding to varied sources; 
composing texts including summaries, analyses, evaluations, responses, and arguments; emphasizing 
style, organization, coherence, purpose, and persuasion for various audiences. In the second semester, 
students will refine the skills developed in ENG 101 and extend their skills to documentation and work 
with primary and secondary sources; and utilizing technology for inquiry, analysis, and argumentation. 
Must meet admission criteria set by the college/university through which the course is offered. 
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Literature as a Genre 
Film and Literature                         Grades 10-12 
Course Description: In this course, students will gain an understanding of film-making as an art, gaining a 
foundation in film-making techniques. They will learn to play the role of director by developing story 
boards, planning shots with consideration of lighting, film angles, sound, and other cinematic devices. 
This class does require outside reading (some works may be difficult), presentations, formal discussion, 
and formal papers. Parental permission form required. 

 

 

 

Yearbook                  Grades 11, 12 

Students must apply to be on the Yearbook Staff, and must receive a letter of invitation in order to 

enroll in this course 

Yearbook is a year-long class focusing on the full production of the RCHS Yearbook.  Students will work 

with theme development, layout design, copy writing, organization, photo taking, editing, etc.  Students 

will also be expected to sell business advertisements.  The responsibility of deadlines is placed on the 

students with the guidance of the advisor.  

Library Practicum               Grade 12 

*Students must have a letter of invitation from Librarian to enroll in this course 

Library Practicum is a class for selected students to practice customer service skills in the 
library.  Knowledge of books, authors, technology, and research skills is expected.  Students will assist 

serving patrons with various requests in addition to fulfilling written re quirements. 
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Mathematics Department Course Descriptions 
 

Rockcastle County High School students must complete four credits of mathematics for graduation.  Three of these 

must be Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2. These three classes also represent the Pre-college curriculum for 

Kentucky students.  In addition to these three classes, students will take at least one math elective. STUDENTS MUST 

TAKE A MATH COURSE EACH YEAR.    

 

Different Sequences of Courses (Beginning with class of 2015) 

1. Algebra 1 1.  Accelerated Algebra 1 1. Accelerated Geometry 

2. Geometry 2.  Accelerated Geometry 2. Accelerated Algebra 2 

3. Algebra 2 3.  Accelerated Algebra 2 3. Advanced Topics or 
College Algebra 

4. College Math Readiness, 
Advanced Topics, or 
College Algebra 

4. Advanced Topics, College 
Math Readiness, or College 
Algebra 

4. College Algebra or A.P. 
Calculus 

 

¶ Each of Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2 has a corresponding accelerated course.  In each of these, 

the units are similar, however the accelerated courses teach additional topics within each unit and the 

content is studied with more depth and rigor. 

¶ For students NOT completing Algebra 1 in the 8th grade and who want to advance to A.P. 

Calculus: Either 1) Accelerated Algebra II and Accelerated Geometry or 2) Accelerated Geometry and 

Advanced Topics should be taken concurrently. 

 

Algebra 1                 Grade 9, 10 

Algebra I is generally the first of the series of mathematics courses.  The students will learn to perform 

operations on different types of numbers and algebraic expressions, analyze graphs and solve equations.   

Prerequisite:  None  Note: This class meets minimum Kentucky graduation requirements 

 

Accelerated Algebra I                                   Grade 9 

Accelerated Algebra I is the first of the series of mathematics courses for students who want to pursue 

advanced math courses.  The students will learn to perform operations on different types of numbers and 

algebraic expressions, analyze graphs and solve equations.   

Prerequisite:  Students must meet readiness test benchmark 

Note: This class is recommended for college-bound students and meets Kentucky graduation 

requirements. 

Students taking this class would satisfy the requirements for both Algebra 1A and Algebra 1B. 

 

Math Lab 

Math Lab is designed for students who need additional time and help with mathematical strategies. This 

course uses hands-on activities and explorations with graphing calculators to support the study of the 

concepts addressed in the standards for high school mathematics. Students will be placed in math lab on 

a case by case basis. 
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Geometry              Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

The emphasis of geometry is placed on the use of reasoning skills and two and three dimensional spatial 

concepts to solve both mathematical and real world problems. Students will explore measurements and 

properties of lines, angels, volumes, areas, and polygons. Note: This class meets minimum requirements 

for the pre-college curriculum/Kentucky graduation. 

 

Accelerated Geometry                                 Grades 9, 10, 11 

Prerequisite:  Accelerated Algebra I with a grade of B or higher OR Algebra 1 with a grade of A 

and math department approval 

The emphasis of accelerated geometry is placed on the use of reasoning skills and two- and three-

dimensional spatial concepts to solve both mathematical and real world problems.  Students will explore 

measurements and properties of lines, angles, volumes, areas, and polygons. 

Notes: 

Á This class is recommended for college-bound students and meets Kentucky graduation 
requirements. 

Á Accelerated Algebra II and Accelerated Geometry may be taken concurrently. 
Á 9th graders that received Algebra 1 credit in 8th grade should begin high school with this course. 

 

ALGEBRA 2/ACCELERATED ALGEBRA 2 REQUIRE AN END- OF- COURSE EXAM WHICH WILL COUNT 
AS 20% OF THE FINAL GRADE. 
 
Algebra II                                   Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Algebra 1 

Algebra II is an in depth continuation of the topics studied in Algebra I as well as an introduction to 

advanced algebraic concepts.   

     Note: This class meets minimum requirements for the pre-college curriculum/Kentucky graduation. 

 

Accelerated Algebra II               Grades 10, 11 

Prerequisites:   

1)  Accelerated Algebra I with a grade of B or higher OR Algebra 1 with a grade of A and math 

department approval. 

2)  Accelerated Geometry with a grade of B or higher.  

 

Accelerated Algebra II is an in depth continuation of topics studied in Accelerated Algebra I as well as an 

introduction to advanced algebraic concepts.   

Notes: *This class is recommended for college-bound students and meets Kentucky graduation 

requirements.    *Accelerated Algebra II and Accelerated Geometry may be taken concurrently 

 

Advanced Topics                       Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Algebra II, and Geometry  

This class will extend the algebraic topics that were studied in Algebra 2 and extend the study of 

trigonometry beyond right triangle trigonometry.  In Advanced Topics, students will study conic sections, 

polynomial functions, exponential functions, and trigonometry.  The class is designed to prepare students 

for college math as well as for Advanced Placement Calculus in high school.  Note: This class is an 

advanced math class and generally serves as a math elective 
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College Math Readiness                        Grade 12 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II 

This class is designed to review algebraic concepts from earlier math class for college-bound 12th grade 

students whose ACT math sub-score is below 22.  This class is modeled after EKUôs remedial math 

courses.  The purpose of this class is to assist students in raising their placement test scores in order to 

avoid taking developmental math courses in college.   

Á At the end of this course, students will re -take the KYOTE (a math placement exam at many state 
schools).  Their score on this test will aid in determining their proper placement in math courses in 
college and possibly testing out of remedial courses.  Also, the COMPASS can be given if students 
desire. 

  

Advanced Placement Calculus                  Grade 12 

Prerequisites:  Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra 2 and Advanced Topics 

Advanced Placement Calculus is designed to be the equivalent of a first year college calculus course.  

Topics will include limits, differentiation and integration.   

Note:  At the end of 36 weeks, students may choose to take the AP Calculus Exam for possible 

college credit. 

 

College Algebra Dual Credit              Grades 11, 12 

Prerequisites: Must meet EKU eligibility requirements 

A study of real and complex numbers, integer and rational exponents, polynomial and rational equations 

and inequalities, graphs of functions and relations, exponential and logarithmic functions, systems of 

equations, and matrices. A grade of C or higher will grant 3 hours of college credit in addition to high 

school math credit. 

 

 

 

 
Money Skills for Math              Grades 11, 12 

 

This course is designed to provide students with math concepts needed in developing sound money 

management skills which will help to improve the quality of life for individuals and their families. 

Components of math, decision making and problem solving skills, goal setting and technology will be 

integral components of the course. Class activities will include ñFun Fridaysò, where students will explore 

numbers in the media (The Price is Right, Wheel of Fortune, Big Bang Theory, etc.). This course also 

fulfills a requirement for Family and Consumer Science career pathways, but does not fulfill any math 

requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

RCHS Science Department Course Descriptions 

 
It is required that students successfully complete a minimum of three credits in science to fulfill high 

school graduation requirements.   

Required Courses:   Physical Science ï 9th grade, Biology I ï 10th grade, Earth Science ï 11th grade 

Students completing the pre-college requirements must also take either Physics I or Chemistry I. 

 

Physical Science         Grade 9 

This is an introductory course focused on the basic ideas in physics and chemistry.  Emphasis will be 

placed on experimental observations and using the tools of science.  Topics studied include mechanics, 

energy (mechanical, heat, light, sound, electricity) and periodic trends. This course serves as a 

foundation for the other required science courses. 

 

Accelerated Physical Science       Grade 9 

Accelerated Physical Science is the first course for students who want to pursue advanced science 

courses. This is an introductory course focused on the basic ideas in physics and chemistry.  Emphasis 

will be placed on experimental observations and using the tools of science.  Topics studied include 

mechanics, energy (mechanical, heat, light, sound, electricity) and periodic trends. This course serves as 

a foundation for the other required science courses. Note:  This class is recommended for college-

bound students and meets Kentucky graduation requirements. 

 

*BIOLOGY/HONORS BIOLOGY/AGRIBIOLOGY REQUIRES AN END- OF- COURSE EXAM WHICH WILL 
COUNT AS 20% OF THE FINAL GRADE. 
Biology I          Grade 10 

Biology I is an inquiry based course that covers topics on the cell, molecular basis of heredity, biological 

change, changes in the earthôs systems, interdependence of organisms, matter and energy, organization 

in living systems, and the behavior of organisms.  

 

Honors Biology I          Grade 10 

Prerequisites: Accelerated Physical Science with a grade of C or higher OR Physical Science with 

a grade of A and science department approval 

Honors Biology I is an inquiry based course that covers topics on the cell, molecular basis of heredity, 

biological change, changes in the earthôs systems, interdependence of organisms, matter and energy, 

organization in living systems, and the behavior of organisms. Note:  This class is recommended for 

college-bound students and meets Kentucky graduation requirements 

  

Earth Science              Grade 11 

Prerequisite: Physical Science and Biology 1 

Earth Science is a study of the concepts which naturally occur within our Universe with particular 

emphasis on earth systems.  The underlying theme of the course is focused on the relationships and 

connections between matter, energy, living systems and the physical environment. 
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Physics I          Grade 11,12 

Prerequisite: Physical Science 

Physics I is a study of the nature of matter, energy and their relationships.  This course is focuses on 

experimental observations and interpretation of data.  An adequate preparation in mathematics, 

particularly algebra, is helpful and the application of mathematics is just one of several tools to support 

conceptual development. This course satisfies the pre-college curriculum and includes a level of rigor that 

will help the student be successful in college level science courses.  

 

College Physics I (PHY 131)                                                                          Grades 11, 12 
Prerequisite:  Accelerated Algebra II with a grade of B or higher and department approval. 
College Physics I is designed to be equivalent with a first year algebra-based college physics 
course.  This course includes intensive study of Newtonian mechanics, thermal physics, waves and 
related topics. Summer assignment is required. 
 

Chemistry I              Grade 10,11,12 

Prerequisite: Physical Science 

Chemistry I will develop general laboratory experiences and activities in the concepts of chemistry 

through the study of matter, changes in matter and matter energy relationships.  The techniques of data 

collection, measurement, data analysis and lab safety are developed through open-ended investigation 

as well as the replication of standard experiments. Chemistry is a quantitative science that deals with 

calculations; therefore, a strong math skill set is necessary. This course satisfies the pre-college 

curriculum and includes a level of rigor that will help the student be successful in college level science 

courses. 

 

Advanced Placement Chemistry        Grade 11,12 

Prerequisite: Chemistry 1 with a grade of C or higher and department approval 

This course is designed to be the equivalent of the general chemistry course usually taken during the first 

college year.  This is an academic, quantitative chemistry course.  Chemistry is the study of atoms and 

molecules and how they interact according to physical laws.  Such study is applicable to your everyday 

life and this will be demonstrated repeatedly throughout the year.  Topics of study include structure of 

mater, states of matter, reactions, descriptive chemistry, and chemical calculations. Chemistry is a 

quantitative science that deals with calculations; therefore, a strong math skill set will be helpful in this 

course. Summer assignment is required. 

 

Anatomy & Physiology        Grade 11,12 

Prerequisite: Biology 1 

Anatomy and physiology is an upper level biology course that takes a systematic approach to the study of 

the human body. Healthy lifestyles and system related diseases and treatments are included. This course 

is directed to the preparation of students for further health-related education. 
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Social Studies Course Descriptions 
 

Civics and Geography                Grade 9 

Civics and Geography is a very interactive course where students will explore the physical and human 

characteristics of the Earth.  This course will review basic skills necessary to succeed in the course and in 

future social studies courses.  Students will pay particular attention to the ways in which people are 

affected by their physical environment, their culture, government and economics, and the movement of 

people through immigration and technology.  Students will develop organizational skills necessary for 

success in high school, as well as reading strategies (primary and secondary sources) and persuasive 

writing techniques. 

 

A.P. United States Government and Politics             Grade 9 

The Advanced Placement course in United States Government and Politics is designed to give students a 

critical perspective on politics and government. This course involves both the study of general concepts 

used to interpret United States politics and an examination of the various institution, groups, beliefs, and 

ideas that make up American politics. The course is taught with college-level texts. Preparation for the 

A.P. test will be an integral part of the course. 

¶ Students enrolled in the course will be encouraged to take the AP exam. This is a national test that 

will give students college credit if they pass the test with a 3 or better on a scale of 1 to 5. However, 

the studentsô grade will NOT be dependent on the score of the AP exam. 

 

World History                            Grade 10 

Prerequisite:  Civics & Geography 

World History includes the study of the Renaissance and Reformation, the Age of Exploration, conflicts 

caused by nationalism, militarism, and imperialism, as well as modern world conflicts.  By the end of the 

course students will understand how humans began to rediscover the ideas of the Classical Age and 

question their place in the universe.  Students will be able to explain how the modern world was shaped 

by changes in science, thought, and government.  Students will further develop their communication skills 

through reading, persuasive writing and presentation of material that they have learned. 

 

A.P. World History                                           Grade 10 

Prerequisite:  Civics & Geography 

Above all, A.P. World history is an opportunity. It is an opportunity for students to earn college credit 

(upon passing the A.P. Test given at the end of the year). It is an opportunity for students who enjoy an 

in-depth study of history to gain a better understanding of the world around us. And, it is an opportunity to 

work alongside like-minded students in a very supportive learning community. The class is modeled after 

college courses and should serve as a suitable alternative to said courses. With that, the course-load is 

rigorous and challenging with a focus on advanced writing and reading comprehension skills. Students 

will be accountable for a broad knowledge of the history of humanity on Earth from 8000 BCE to today. 

An in-depth reading and writing summer assignment is required for admission to the course. Students 

who do not complete the assignment by the due date will be removed from the course without exception. 

¶ Students enrolled in the course will be encouraged to take the AP exam. This is a national test that 

will give students college credit if they pass the test with a 3 or better on a scale of 1 to 5. However, 

the studentsô grade will NOT be dependent on the score of the AP exam. 

UNITED STATES HISTORY/A.P. UNITED STATES HISTORY REQUIRE AN END- OF- COURSE EXAM 
WHICH WILL COUNT AS 20% OF THE FINAL GRADE. 
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United States History                          Grade 11 

Prerequisite:  Civics & Geography, World History 

United States History includes an in-depth study of the United States rise to the status of world power.  

Our study includes the importance of our democracy along with the rights and responsibilities of its 

citizens.  We will explore the growth of America within its own borders as well as its relationship to other 

countries of the world since colonization of the American continent.  This course includes various social 

studies concepts including the influence of geography, economics, government, culture, and the historical 

events that have shaped our nation and world.  Students will demonstrate communication skills in 

persuasive writing, reading primary and secondary sources and presentation of their own analysis of 

historical events.  

 

AP United States History                          Grade 11 

Prerequisite:  Civics & Geography, World History 

Advanced Placement United States History is a very challenging, college-preparatory course designed to 

prepare students to pass the College Board United States History exam given each May at our school.  

Students will study the major events, patterns, people, and changes in US History from Colonization to 

the modern day.  Students will be required to work at an accelerated pace with increased reading and 

writing requirements (i.e. reading different historical perspectives and writing/presenting persuasive 

historical analysis).  This course encourages discussion, cooperative learning and study beyond just the 

classroom.   

¶ Students enrolled in the course will be encouraged to take the AP exam. This is a national test that 
will give students college credit if they pass the test with a 3 or better on a scale of 1 to 5.  However, 
the studentsô grade will NOT be dependent on the score of the AP exam.  

 

 

 

 

Psychology                                 Grades 11, 12 

Psychology is a course that encompasses broad areas of research about human behavior, information 

that should be available to all high school students who want to understand themselves and their world 

better. This course includes an in-depth look at the working of the brain, personality theories and theories 

on behavior. The goal of this course is to create active intellectual and emotional involvement by the 

student, not only in learning about psychology, but in life as well. 

 

Criminal Justice         Grades 11, 12 

This course is designed to provide an essential foundation for students who hope to become criminal 

justice professionals or for those who just hope to become more informed citizens. The courseôs main 

purpose is to analyze and evaluate criminal justice policies and decision making. The course should help 

to eliminate many stereotypes and misinformation, and when students finish this course they should have 

a solid basis for their opinions. As a senior level elective, the course will be taught at a pre-college level 

with a moderate to heavy reading load, high expectations for student written work, daily participation and 

oral presentations. The course will also include the preparation of a formal research paper on a student-

selected topic (with instructor approval). 
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Physical Education and Health 

 
 

  

 

Health & Physical Education I (REQUIRED)                       Grade 9 

Prerequisite:  None 

Health/P.E. 1 is a required course for freshmen. It provides an opportunity for acquiring life skills 

necessary to live more productive and healthier lives, and to address the physical needs and interests of 

students through movement, physical skills, and individual and team sports and games. The course is 

designed to focus on promoting good health habits that can reduce the risk of disease and illness and to 

instill sound principles of healthy living throughout the studentsô lives. 

 

Physical Education II                                   Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Physical Education I (with a grade of A, B or C) 

Physical Education II is an elective course for sophomores, juniors, and seniors. It is a continuation of 

P.E. 1. Emphasis will be placed on advanced skill development, rule knowledge, and strategy acquisition 

through team sports. 

 

Fitness and Weight Management          Grades 10, 11, 12 

This course is designed to teach students how to gain weight, lose weight, trim, tone and become 

physically fit, as well as how to plan and eat a healthy diet. 

 

Strength Training and Conditioning                                 Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite:  Physical Education I and a Teacher Recommendation for 10, 11, 12 

Advanced Strength Training and Conditioning is an elective course designed to help the student achieve 

a higher degree of physical strength and stamina through a series of weightlifting, agility and conditioning 

sessions. 

 

Advanced Strength Training and Conditioning        Grades 10, 11, 12 

Prerequisite: Students must be involved in some type of athletic training program (weightlifting, 

conditioning) through extra-curricular activities 

Advanced Strength Training and Conditioning is an elective course designed to help the student achieve 

a higher degree of physical strength and stamina through a series of weightlifting, agility and conditioning 

sessions. 

***STUDENTS CANNOT ENROLL IN A CLASS  

MORE THAN ONCE DURING THE YEAR*** 
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FOREIGN LANGUAGE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 

Spanish I 

Prerequisite:  None* 

In Spanish I, you will learn to communicate about yourself, your friends, your family, your school, and 

other parts of your day-to-day life such as shopping or sports.  At the beginning, you will use memorized 

vocabulary and sentence patterns, but as time passes, you will be able to combine words and phrases 

together to form more complex sentences and paragraphs.  During the class, you will need to listen, 

speak, read, write, act, and sing in Spanish.   You will also be introduced to some of the traditions, 

customs, beliefs, and cultural contributions of the Spanish-speaking world in order to gain a better 

understanding and appreciation of how they affect you. 

*It is strongly suggested that students with weak English skills wait until their junior or senior 

year to take foreign language. 

 

Spanish II 

Prerequisite:  Spanish I 

Spanish II builds on the cultural knowledge, vocabulary, and grammatical structures learned in Spanish I.  

Just like in Spanish I, you will need to listen, speak, read, write, act, and sing.  In Spanish II, you will be 

able to talk about more things in greater depth using more specific vocabulary and increase your ability to 

understand what others say, even when you donôt know all of the words.  Less English will be used in the 

classroom.  You will learn vocabulary and structures that would be useful in situations like working in a 

restaurant or explaining how to use a computer.  You will learn how to give commands, how to use a 

variety of irregular verbs, and how to describe actions from the past.    

 

Spanish III 

Prerequisite: Spanish I and Spanish II 

Spanish III builds on Spanish II and prepares students to perform interpersonal, interpretive and 

presentational communicative tasks within the intermediate low to intermediate mid-range; interpret, 

exchange, and present, information, concepts and ideas both within the classroom and beyond on a 

variety of topics including connections to other subject areas; and understand the relationship among the 

products, practices and perspectives of other cultures. In addition, students develop insight into their own 

language and culture. 
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Project Lead the Way 

 

Introduction to Engineering Design            Grades 9,10,11,12 

Prerequisites: None 

This course teaches problem-solving skills using a design development process. Models of product 

solutions are created analyzed and communicated using solid modeling computer design software. 

 

Principles of Engineering                       Grades 9,10,11,12 

Prerequisites: IED 

A course that helps students to understand the field of engineering/engineering technology. Exploring 

various technology systems and manufacturing processes help students learn how engineers and 

technicians use math, science and technology in an engineering problem solving process to benefit 

people.  

 

Digital Electronics                     Grades 10,11,12 

Prerequisites: IED or POE 

A course in applied logic that encompasses the application of electronic circuits and devices. Computer 

simulation software is used to design and test digital circuitry prior to the actual construction of circuits 

and devices. 

 

Aerospace Engineering                        Grades 11,12 

Prerequisites: IED and either POE or DE  

Through hands-on engineering projects developed with NASA, students learn about aerodynamics, 

astronautics, space-life sciences, and systems engineering. Class is rotated with Civil Engineering and 

Architecture and will be offered in 2017-18 

 

Civil Engineering and Architecture                         Grades 11-12 

Prerequisites: IED and POE or DE 

This course provides an overview of the fields of Civil Engineering and Architecture, while emphasizing 

the interrelationship and dependence of both fields on each other. Students use state of the art software 

to solve real world problems and communicate solutions to hands-on projects and activities. Class is 

rotated with Aerospace Engineering  and will be offered in 2016-17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


